
2017 Summer Reading 
8th Grade Language Arts 

 
This summer all students will be required to participate in the Manville School District Summer Reading 
Program.  The 8th grade program requirements are: 
 

Theme:  Cliques and Gangs 
Directions: 
 

1. Read 1 novel under the theme of Cliques and Gangs from the list below. 
(These novels will be distributed in class.) 

 

Title Author 
Monster Walter Dean Myers 

Scorpions Walter Dean Myers 

Rumble Fish S.E. Hinton 

The Wave Sonali Deraniyagala 

*House of Scorpion Nancy Farmer 

 (* Challenge Book) 
 

2. As you read, complete the attached chart about how a character changes through your novel.  Write 
ten quotes of evidence from the novel and explain each one (see example below: 

 
In literature, characters may change because of the people they meet, the conflicts they face, and the 
experiences they have.  This development of character leads to lessons for the reader to recognize. 

 
 

Example: The following is an example from the novel To Kill a Mockingbird. Use this as a model for your own responses:  
 
“‘Don’t say anything about it, Scout,’ he said. ‘What? I certainly am. Ain’t everybody’s daddy the deadest shot in 
Maycomb County.’ Jem said, ‘I reckon if he’d wanted us to know it, he’da told us. If he was proud of it, he’da told 
us…Atticus is a gentleman, just like me!’” (Lee 112-113). Atticus has been asked to shoot a wild, rabid dog at a distance 
only a talented shooter would be able to accomplish. When he does so successfully, Jem and Scout, who assume their 
father is simple, old, and uninteresting, are impressed with his secret abilities since “ain’t everybody’s daddy the deadest 
shot in Maycomb County” (112). Jem and Scout not only learn about their father’s talents, but also learn of his modesty. 
While Scout is eager to boast of her father’s accomplishments, Jem understands their father is modest “and a 
gentleman;” he understands that boasting is not part of Atticus’ character (113). Jem, in reverence and admiration of 
Atticus, recognizes that flaunting one’s accomplishments is not “gentlemanly” and his likening himself to Atticus as a 
gentleman demonstrates his admiration for his father. Therefore, Atticus is characterized as a complex character, one 
who is somewhat mysterious and who possesses talents and secrets, contradicting his children’s original, simplistic 
perspective of him. 

 
3. Using your knowledge of responding to an open-ended question, compose an essay according to 

RAQET guidelines on the following (Remember to use supporting text from the novel):   
 

 Explain how a supporting character creates change in the main character. 
 


